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Drink Driving
Offences

?

Decided To Plead Guilty

Unsure What To Do?

Even though we cannot prevent
you receiving a mandatory
driving disqualification as the
Judge has no discretion not to
impose a driving ban, a good
plea in mitigation can make a
significant impact minimising
the fine you receive.

Many people assume that the
drink driving charge they are
facing is ‘open and shut’ .
However, even if your sample
was over the prescribed limit
it is nevertheless the case
that An Garda Síochána must
follow strict procedures. Any
Failures in the procedures
may lead to an acquittal

Restore Licence Early

Penalties

You can apply to court for the
early restoration of your
driving licence after you have
served half of your disqualification period, provided your
disqualification is for more
than 2 years and was the only
other disqualification imposed
on you within the previous 10
years.

Penalties on a conviction for a
drink driving offence will
depend on a number of
factors, including the level of
alcohol concentration detected in your blood/urine/breath
specimen and whether it is a
first offence or not. The
maximum fine is €5,000
and/or six months imprisonment.

Drink Driving

A court conviction for drink driving can have very
serious and far reaching consequences for an
individual. A court conviction will result in a
mandatory driving disqualification (i.e. losing your
licence), a fine, and a court can even impose a
custodial sentence. In addition, if you require your
driving licence for your job this can lead to the
loss of employment with all the hardship and
financial difficulties this can entail.

Alcohol was a
contributoryfactor in:
38% of all driver deaths.
30% of all motorcyclist deaths.
47% of all pedestrian deaths.
42% of all passenger deaths.
86% of drivers and 51% of passengers not wearing seatbelt
who had consumed alcohol
were killed.

